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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 218944 

E.O.l 1652:GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, NO US OVIP, BR 

SUBJECT: EVALUATION OF DOM HELDER CAMARA 
REF: OSLO 4035 

1 . DOM HELPER PESSOA CAMARA IS THE ARCHBISHOP OF THE 
BRAZILIAN CITIES OF RECIFE AND OLINDA AND THE MOST OUT- 
SPOKEN AND WELL-KNOWN LEADER OF THE MORE PROGRESSIVE WING 
OF THE BRAZILIAN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. HE IS A CHAMPION 

OF THE POOR AND THE OPPRESSED, ESPECIALLY IN THE IMPOVER- 
ISHED BRAZILIAN NORTHEAST. DOM HELDER IS A VIGOROUS RE- 
FORMER WHO SEES THE CHURCH AS A LEGITIMATE AGENT FOR RADI- 
CAL AND NON- VIOLENT SOCIAL CHANGE. HIS POLITICAL VIEWS ARE 
PERHAPS BEST DESCRIBED AS SOCIALIST BUT NOT COMMUNIST. 

2. THE ARCHBISHOP IS CERTAINLY THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL 
CLERIC IN BRAZIL. SUPPORTERS REFER TO HIM AS "THE CONSCI- 
ENCE OF BRAZIL" AND "PATRON OF THE POOR". DETRACTORS CALL 
HIM DEMAGOGUE. EGOTIST, SELF-SERVING PUBLIC RELATIONS MAN 
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AND COMMUNIST. DOM HELDER HAS GREAT PERSONAL APPEAL AND 
USES IT EFFECTIVELY. HE IS GREATLY SOUGHT AFTER BY 
LIBERAL CATHOLICS TO LECTURE THROUGHOUT THE UNITED 


STATES AND EUROPE. IN RECENT YEARS HE HAS OFTEN BEEN 
MENTIONED AS A CANDIDATE FOR THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE. AT 
TIMES HE HAS EVEN APPEARED TO BE SEEKING IT. 

3. A COMPLETE BIO OF DOM HELDER POUCHED NOVEMBER 6. 

4. DOM HELDER IS ANATHEMA TO THE PRESENT BRAZILIAN 
GOVERNMENT. IT PERCEIVES HIS ACTIVITIES AS SUBVERSIVE 
AND PROHIBITS THE PRESS FROM MENTIONING HIM. THE REGIME 
DOES NOT TAKE MORE VIGOROUS ACTION AGAINST HIM CHIEFLY 
BECAUSE IT DOES NOT WANT TO MAKE HIM A MARTYR. THE NOTION 
THAT HE MIGHT EVEN BE CONSIDERED FOR THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 
INFURIATES THE GOB. 

5. THE DEPARTMENT UNDERSTANDS THAT THE EMBASSY WANTS AN 
EVALUATION OF DOM HELDER SO IT CAN BETTER ANALYZE THE 
CAMPAIGN BY GROUPS IN NORWAY TO AWARD A PEOPLES PEACE 
PRIZE TO HIM ON DECEMBER 10 WHEN THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE IS 
TO BE AWARDED TO DR. KISSINGER. GIVEN THE GOB'S VERY 
STRONG FEELINGS ABOUT THE ARCHBISHOP, HOWEVER. THE EMBASSY 
SHOULD EXERCISE CAUTION IN ANY PUBLIC DISCUSSION IT MIGHT 
HAVE NOT TO LEAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT THE USG HAS AN 
OFFICIAL VIEW CONCERNING HIM OR THE POSSIBILITY THAT HE 
MIGHT BE AWARDED A PRIZE. 

6. ANY ADDITIONAL MESSAGES ON THIS SUBJECT WHICH ARE 
ADDRESSED TO POSTS IN BRAZIL SHOULD BE CLASSIFIED. RUSH 
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